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Celebrating her 100th birthday and a lifetime of creative endeavour, Trudy Smith 

shares her observations of nature through gentle brushstrokes and expressive planes 

of colour. 

 

A self-taught artist, Smith’s paintings are mostly inspired by dreams and imaginary 

landscapes, some of typical Australian scenes, some semi abstracts.  Delighting in 

an empty canvas, Trudy sits and gazes at it, seeing wonderful things, then starts to 

paint - no drawing - placing colour and shapes as the image reveals itself from the 

canvas. 

 

Having been passionate about art all her life, Trudy didn’t start painting in earnest 

until she was 85.  Now, approaching her 100th birthday, she still delights in the 

freedom of the brush stroke and the adventure of discovering a new image each 

day.  With this exhibition, she hopes to encourage older people to keep on doing 

things that they love. 

 

“I would like to say to older people “Don’t think you have to be clever and know all 

the techniques.  You can paint, do it your way, paint and be happy”.” Says Trudy. 

 

Her nom de plume, Rillawood, was the name of her great-grandfathers house in 

Cornwall.  Born in Middlesbrough in the UK on 24 February1916, Trudy led a bohemian 

lifestyle in the thriving arts community of London as a seamstress and life model 

before marrying.  At the outbreak of WW1, she trained as a nurse, working on home 

territory and throughout Europe.  After heart-break through warfare, Trudy married 

again and her new young family moved to Perth in the 1950’s, discovering a 

wonderful home in the budding artistic community of Darlington.  Times were tough 

as young immigrants in a struggling economy and the family decided to move back 

to England, but the smell of eucalypt had already got under her skin and Trudy 

eventually managed to get back to Perth, living in Koongamia – close to her old 

home. 

 

Since then, Trudy has lived in rural and urban places throughout WA, discovering the 

joy of renovating old homes and moving for work.  Throughout this time the 

uniqueness of the WA landscape filtered into her subconscious – from the vast, 

rugged red earth of the Pilbara and the Kimberley to the wild coastline of the Great 

Southern – to be played out on canvas in later years. 

 

Upon meeting Trudy Smith, one is immediately struck by her joy for life.  Her 

enthusiasm and energy is contagious and her delight in creating is palpable.  This 

exhibition is a true celebration not only of Trudy’s 100th Birthday but also of life and 

of having the courage to unleash the creative power we all have within us – at any 

age. 
 

Supporting Rillawood, in Gallery 2 printmaker Helen Clarke shares her joy for linocut and etching as Artist in 

Focus.  Over 30 years of perfecting her skills, Helen’s exquisite representation of West Australian flora and fauna 

and her observations of this ancient landscape are truly inspiring. 

 

We hope you can join us between 13 February and 13 March at Mundaring Arts Centre to share this 

celebration.  Situated in the heart of Mundaring at 7190 Great Eastern Hwy, entry is free to the Galleries and 

Shop which are open Tuesday-Friday 10am–5pm; Saturday-Sunday 11am–3pm (closed Mondays and Public 

Holidays).  For further information, please contact 9295 3991 or visit www.mundaringartscentre.com.au 


