
MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT 
Shire of Mundaring Open Art Acquisition exhibition 
18 March to 17 April 2016 

 

The Mundaring Shire encompasses a wide land area that is equally notable for its 

dramatic forest environment, its arts and culture, as well as the famous 

engineering feat of the Mundaring Weir and water pipeline travelling to the 

eastern goldfields.  

 

Of profound significance, however, is the area’s cultural history. Apparently 

bestowed by the original inhabitants, the name ‘Mundaring’ is thought to be a 

descriptive Nyoongar term for the area that references high ground and 

meeting places. European settlement began in the 1840’s and along with it 

came quarrying, timber milling, farming, vineyards and orchards and the 

inevitable and irrevocable alteration to the landscape. The Eastern Railway 

established city and regional connections and the population of the area grew 

accordingly.  

 

Much of the early industry has since made way for new initiatives that include 

eco-tourism, boutique wineries, small business and, significantly, a compelling 

and extensive arts community. Mundaring Arts Centre has assisted the Shire to 

establish the Shire of Mundaring Art Acquisition exhibition, an annual event with 

the express intention of documenting the cultural heritage of the Shire through 

this considerable public art collection.  

 

This year’s exhibition is an open event, for which artists have been invited to 

respond to the theme of Migration and Settlement by making works that tell their 

stories of connection to place. Referencing earlier histories, influences and 

changing nature of the area, artists with a close regional connection and with 

Indigenous or multi-cultural heritage have interpreted the impact on land and 

people of these rich cultural backgrounds and its’ bearing on the Hills we now 

know.  Featuring artworks from 18 artists, including Hans Arkeveld, Una Bell, Olga 

Cironis, Madeleine Clear, Silvana Ferrario, Gregor Hart, Tracey Hart, Thomas 

Hoareau, Kieran Ingram, Joan Johnson, Caroline Lyttle, Norma MacDonald, 

Antony Muia, Alan Muller, Helen Seiver, Cathy Swioklo, Linda van der Merwe and 

Karin Wallace, this Open exhibition allows the Shire to strengthen its Collection, 

with this year’s acquisitions being announced at the opening by Shire President, 

Councillor David Lavell, on Friday 18 March 7-8.30pm.  We hope you can join us 

then. 

 

 
IMAGES: (T-B) Details from Olga Cironis, Take all that belongs to you and run; Allan Muller, Whadjuk People 

Cross the River; Catherine Swioklo, Unsung Heroine; Thomas Hoareau, An Antipodeon Dream; Tracey Hart, A 

New Beginning: pallet #1; Silvana Ferrario, Goldfields Pipeline 

 
 

7190 Great Eastern Highway Mundaring WA 6073 

T: [08] 9295 3991  |  F: [08] 9295 3994 

www.mundaringartscentre.com.au  |  

www.facebook.com/mundaringartscentre  |  @mundaringartscentre 

Open Tues – Fri 10 am – 5 pm; Sat – Sun 11 am – 3 pm, closed Mon & P/Hols 


