
 
 

 
 

Media Release 
WOLDENDORP: A BLACK AND WHITE REROSPECTIVE 
Opening Celebration 
Friday 1 June from 7pm 

Viewing Times 
2 June – 15 July, Tue – Fri 10am – 5pm, Sat & Sun 11am – 3pm 

Spanning three continents and almost twenty years, Woldendorp: A Black and White Retrospective 
is a celebration of the early photographic life and career of Richard Woldendorp AM.  Although 
best known for his aerial landscape photography, these rarely seen black and white images - 
printed by Woldendorp through the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s – include his first experimental images from 
1956; his early award-winning portraiture from 1961; and photographs for one of his earliest books, 
‘Indonesia’, taken in 1971.  
 

“Colour distorts and distracts, black and white gives you the broadest 
appreciation of form and nature” - Richard Woldendorp AM, 2017 

 
Freelancing as a professional photographer since 1962, Woldendorp’s images include an array of 
portraiture of iconic Australian artists and politicians in their prime.  Woldendorp’s home state of 
Western Australia is a strong focus, capturing the Swan River, the back yards of Kalgoorlie and the 
stations and mining tenements of the Pilbara – exploring the humanity, nature and built environment 
of this tumultuous period of Australian history.  Strongly influenced by his time in Indonesia enlisted in 
the Dutch Army, Woldendorp returned to the Southeast Asian country in the late 1940’s, to create a 
series of images that would form the beginning of his publishing life.  
 
Throughout this exhibition, we observe his eye for texture and scale evolving toward the practice of 
aerial photography - of which he would become an early pioneer. The black and white images 
surveyed not only capture candid moments of historic relevance and the phenomena of the 
physical world. They cement Woldendorp’s place as one of this country’s great story tellers. 
 
Working with curators Clare Stroud and Lisa Hegarty, Richard Woldendorp has opened his personal 
archives which, along with his rich storytelling, will be an expression of his 91 years - 62 spent behind a 
camera.  For this exhibition at the Mundaring Arts Centre, Woldendorp’s images will be shown 
alongside personal equipment and ephemera collected during this period. Through image and 
experience ‘Woldendorp: A Black and White Retrospective’ will be both familiar and beautiful. 

ABOUT The ARTIST 
Richard Woldendorp AM was born in Holland in 1927 and studied design and painting, specifically 
landscapes. He immigrated to Australia in 1951 after a four year posting in Indonesia with the Dutch 
Army - the promise of warmth and a new life lured him across the water. 
 
After purchasing his first camera in 1955, he swiftly honed his skills winning 1st and 3rd prize in the 1961 
Craven “A” National Portrait competition. He became a professional photographer in his adopted 
city of Perth in 1962 and went on to produce 23 books.   
 
Woldendorp’s work has been exhibited widely in Australia, USA and Europe with his photography 
held in the collections of most Australian State and National galleries.  He has won many awards 
and in 2004 was recognised as a “State Living Treasure”.  In June 2012 in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours, he was appointed the Order of Australia for service to the arts as an Australian landscape 
photographer. 
 



 
 

 
 

Media Release 
WOLDENDORP: A BLACK AND WHITE REROSPECTIVE 
PUBLIC PROGRAM 
EXHIBIITION OPENING 
Friday 1 June | 7pm 
Free | RSVP info@mundaringartscentre.com.au  
Woldendorp: A Black and White Retrospective will be officially opened by Adjunct Associate 
Professor at the University of Western Australia, Gary Dufour. 
 
MEET THE ARTIST 
Sunday 3 June or Sunday 15 July | 1pm - 2.30pm | Suitable for all ages  
$5 ($4.50 MAC members) | Afternoon tea provided | Bookings essential 
Join Richard Woldendorp AM, and exhibition curators Clare Stroud and Lisa Hegarty at Mundaring 
Arts Centre to discuss the works on show in the exhibition Woldendorp: A Black and White 
Retrospective, as well as stories from his 62 years spent behind the camera. 
 
WOLDENDORP: A BLACK AND WHITE RETROSPECTIVE EXHIBITION TOURS 
Wednesdays 6, 13, 20, 27 June, 4, 11 July | Timing flexible | Suitable for all ages  
Free for groups 10+ | Bookings essential 
Schools, photography and historical groups are invited to join us for a free tour of Woldendorp: A 
Black and White Retrospective and glimpse these amazing black and white images of WA history 
through the lens of an iconic photographer.  
 
WORKSHOP PROGRAM 
Friend and peer of Richard Woldendorp, photographer Nick Melidonis, uses the exhibition themes of 
mapping cultural history from ‘50’s-‘70’s as the creative stimulus for two half day seminars, exploring 
the secrets to capture the essence of place and produce black and white images using digital 
technology.  
 
BLACK AND WHTE PHOTOGRAPHY TODAY SEMINAR WITH PHOTOGRAPHER NICK MELIDONIS 
Saturday 23 June | 10am – 1pm | Suitable for 16+ years  
$40 ($36 MAC Members) | Morning tea provided | Bookings essential 
Composing an image looking at form rather than subject is no better illustrated than through black 
and white photography. Nick Melidonis discusses tonality and composition in black and white 
photography and how using today's digital tools, such as Lightroom and Photoshop, can open the 
scope of creativity within an image compared to the ‘dodge and burn’ of the dark room.   
 
CREATIVE TRAEL PHOTOGRAPHY SEMINAR WITH NICK MELIDONIS 
Saturday 23 June | 2 – 5pm | Suitable for 16+ years  
$40 ($36 MAC Members) | Afternoon tea provided | Bookings essential 
Referencing the exhibition's themes of mapping cultural history as the creative stimulus, Nick 
Melidonis will introduce you to techniques to create an image that captures a sense of place, 
interpreting the essence of a place that you may know well or to help create stunning memories of 
the people and places you have experienced fleetingly. 
 
This exhibition and public program has been supported by DLGSC Culture and the Arts (WA). 
For further details and bookings, please visit the Mundaring Arts Centre website. 
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For media enquiries contact Melissa McGrath, Communications Officer 
comms@mundaringartscentre.com.au | 0438 354 384 
Mundaring Arts Centre 
7190 Great Eastern Highway | (08) 9295 3991 | www.mundaringartscentre.com.au 
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