
 

The 19th and first half of the 20th century were times when 

ready-made consumables were rarely available in the 

home.  The 1850’s saw the birth of the home sewing 

machine - a beautiful, simple and exquisitely designed 

object which soon became a vital part of any household.  

 

   was born from a healthy obsession for 

the domestic sewing machine and what that machine 

meant in terms of the economic, political and social 

change within households.  Curator Jude van der Merwe 

remembers “When I was growing up in the 1950’s (our) 

mothers used treadle sewing machines to make all our 

clothes. Dresses, shorts, romper suits, ball gowns, aprons 

and petticoats all came through those simple, effective 

machines… It was a time when shop-bought clothes were 

out of reach for most people’s pockets, and ‘making do’ 

was a virtue.” 

 

Further inspired by the extraordinary sewing machine collection of Parkerville resident Charles Lithgow*, the 

artists for    have followed various threads in their approach to this exhibition. 

 

Responding to the construction and workings of the machine itself, Geoffrey Drake Brockman re-uses 

machine components to revision Elias Howe’s dream of the needle with a hole in the point.  Paul Caporn 

anthropomorphises the component mechanical parts and Tee Ken Ng ventures into a secret life of sewing 

machines.  Angela McHarrie creates a miniature industrial city with spindles and thread, which underpins 

Stuart Elliott’s focus on the assembly line industries so often spawned by invention. 

 

Memories of machines and their uses are captured in oils by Judith Forrest and through installation of a 

specific time and place for Nalda Searles.  Linda van der Merwe and Susie Vickery gloriously celebrate 

memory through replica machines, with political and humanitarian overtones haunting Vickery’s 

‘machines’.  Socio-political elements are carried through the works of Eva Fernandez and Mikaela 

Castledine, while Coral Lowry’s homage to the pincushion exercises her sense of whimsy and fantasy. 

 

Located in Gallery 1 of the Mundaring Arts Centre,    will be opened on 8 July at 7pm by 

one of Australia’s finest clothing designers, Megan Salmon, whose label also epitomises beauty, quality and 

inventiveness.   

 

Continuing until 14 August 2016, this exhibition forms the centre piece for a much larger    

project, including workshops, artist talks, community and historical exhibitions, and a fabulous Open Day – 

did someone mention an ironing competition?   

 

The    Project has been made possible through the generous support of Mundaring Arts 

Centre, Mundaring and Hills Historical Society, St John of God Midland Private Hospital, Community Arts 

Network WA, Shire of Mundaring, local community groups and schools. 

 

Mundaring Arts Centre is in the heart of Mundaring at 7190 Great Eastern Highway (corner Nichol Street).  

Entry is free and the Shop and Gallery are open Tuesday – Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday and Sunday 11am – 

3pm (closed Mondays and Public Holidays).   For further information please call 9295 3991 or visit 

www.mundaringartscentre.com.au/machines-and-makers/ 

 

 

* Charles Lithgow’s connection to sewing machines started at the tender age of 14 in the 1940’s as a Singer 

sewing machine restorer.  Upon his retirement from teaching 25 years ago, his passion for these machines 

started anew. 

 

 
 

7190 Great Eastern Highway Mundaring WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6073 

T: [08] 9295 3991  |  F: [08] 9295 3994 

www.mundaringartscentre.com.au  

Open Tues–Fri 10am – 5pm; Sat–Sun 11am – 3pm, closed Mon and P/Hols  



   
   

 

9 July 2016 | 1 - 2pm | Susie Vickery | Mundaring Arts Centre 
In a rare trip to Perth, Susie Vickery discusses her exhibition work - a series of textile replicas of sewing 

machines she has used in her career.  Starting with her mother’s Singer treadle in the South-West, Susie has 

worked on sewing machines all over the world, in the UK, US, Germany, Holland, Nepal, Tibet, China, India, 

Turkey and Mexico. For the last 18 years she has been working as a craft consultant with income-generation 

projects, using local materials and artistic traditions to create saleable products. She has also been the 

artistic mentor on several art and handicraft projects in India and Mexico. As well as machining, she makes 

hand-embroidered panels and animations that examine the history and current practice of tailoring, 

globalisation through outsourcing, and sweatshops (Bookings through MAC). 

 

9 July 2016 | 2 – 3pm | Nalda Searles | Mundaring Arts Centre 
Following on from Vickery, internationally acknowledged artist and WA Living Treasure Nalda Searles will 

share her string theory with all comers.  Nalda has made string, woven, threaded and stitched complex 

objects in deserts, forests, in galleries and around campfires (Bookings through MAC).  

 

14 August 2016 | 1pm | Artsource 6x6 | Mundaring Arts Centre 
The exhibition wraps up with an Artsource 6x6 Artists talk with    artists discussing their 

exhibition works, their arts practice and their inspirations (Bookings through Artsource 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/machines-and-makers-6x6-artist-talk-tickets-

26091418134?aff=MundaringArtsCentre ).  

 

A NEEDLE PULLING THREAD 
Through partnership with the Mundaring Arts Centre and Mundaring and Hills Historical Society, local 

community groups, high school and primary school students have been working with textile artist Sarah 

Toohey to create a cornucopia of stitched objects assembled in a shrine to the sewing machine.  

 an exhibition of works that tell stories of personal connections to the sewing machine and 

local history through stitch, fabric and embellishment, will show in Gallery 2 at Mundaring Arts Centre. 

 

MUNDARING AND HILLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY EXHIBITION 
Over the road from Mundaring Arts Centre,  will present an exhibition 

that includes objects and clothing made by local residents, old sewing machines and sewing 

paraphernalia, with shared stories of sewing and machines.  This exhibition is open until 29 November 2016. 

 

The    Open Day promises to whet the appetite further of many sewing machine 

collectors and sewing enthusiasts with Collectors Gordon Freegard and Charles Lithgow showing 

samples from their respective collections and being on hand to discuss machines with other 

enthusiasts (you can view a short documentary with Charles Lithgow at 

www.mundaringartscentre.com.au/machines-and-makers/).  Visitors will be able to learn to cut a 

pattern; use a dressmakers mannequin; share sewing stories; bring in old clothes, textiles, sewing 

tools for expert advice in the Old Stuff Road Show; browse through vintage and collectable stalls; 

try a treadle machine; and sort their cuffs from their collars in an ironing competition that is sure to 

get you all steamed up! 

 

For the full program visit www.mundaringartscentre.com.au/machines-makers/ 
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