
 
Responding to their bushland environment and the ever present threat of bushfire, 

pyrography painter Sandie Schroder and wood worker Nick Statham found a 

commonality in their purpose and have created a joint exhibition, Fire Works, on 

show at the Mundaring Arts Centre from 30 September.   

 

Sandie Schroder creates her work by burning cotton paper to express vulnerability 

and beauty while Nick Statham’s background in landscape architecture, design 

and his love of wood is portrayed through his natural and geometric sculptural 

forms. 

 

As with all bushfires, the 2014 Stoneville/ Parkerville fire profoundly affected the 

local hills community. As a resident of the affected area, Statham experienced this 

event as it unfolded and witnessed the scale of its impact on the local 

environment and residents of the area. This understanding formed the basis for the 

development of the works for Fire Works, which are visual abstractions and an 

emotional response to his experience, created from wood salvaged from the fire’s 

wake.  Nick was one of the designers and fine furniture makers at the Midland 

Railway Workshops until it closed and now works from his Stoneville studio.  

 

Also a Perth hills resident, Sandie Schroder ‘paints’ with fire by burning cotton 

paper using various tools and techniques.  Using, in essence, the element of fire, 

Sandie includes watercolour almost as a counterpoise in her work whilst 

highlighting the ever present danger of bushfire in our area. 

 

Sandie says “I have had many close calls when creating these pieces, with them 

literally going up in smoke as the burning got out of control.  This reinforces the 

ever present threat of living here in our volatile bushland and has given me a 

greater appreciation of the beautiful yet unforgiving environment in which we 

live.” 

 

With a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree majoring in Painting and Sculpture from Curtin 

University, Sandie has exhibited extensively nationally.  Her work is held in many 

corporate, public and private collections. 

 

Fire Works is on show in Gallery 1 at Mundaring Arts Centre from 30 September to 6 

November.  Sandie Schroder will be on hand most weekends to talk to visitors 

about her practice.  

 

For further information please visit WWW.MUNDARINGARTSCENTRE.COM.AU or call 

9295 3991.  Mundaring Arts Centre is in the heart of Mundaring at 7190 Great 

Eastern Hwy (corner Nichol Street).  Entry is free and the Shop and Gallery are 

open Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday-Sunday 11am-3pm (closed Mondays 

and Public Holidays).  We look forward to welcoming you. 

 

 

 

IMAGES: (t-b) detail of works by Sandie Schroder - Floral Ignition II, burnt paper; 

Incandescent, burnt paper and watercolour; Bushfire Smoke, burnt paper and 

watercolour; Homage to Oldrich Kulhanek, burnt paper;  

Ascension by Nick Statham, Rock Maple 

 
 

7190 GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY MUNDARING WA 6073 

T: [08] 9295 3991  |  WWW.MUNDARINGARTSCENTRE.COM.AU   

OPEN TUES–FRI 10AM – 5PM; SAT–SUN 11AM – 3PM, CLOSED MON & P/HOLS 


