
 

In Full Bloom - Opening 6.30pm, Friday 27 April 

Flowers have been a favourite subject matter of painters from Fantin Latour to Monet and 

Georgia O’Keefe. In Full Bloom, on show at the Midland Junction Arts Centre 27 April to 18 May, 

celebrates this timeless fascination with natural flora, presenting the paintings of celebrated artist 

Jacqueline Coates alongside recent graduating ‘Blooms’ students.  

Jacqueline Coates’ ‘Blooms’ painting workshops have become renowned worldwide as students 

have discovered the microcosm of the flower and how to transform this stunning, theatrical 

landscape of colour, light and form into large-scale works of art. 

“Roses have always been part of my visual language. Fifteen years ago I worked in the corporate 

world… (and) quite literally dreamed of painting.” Jacqueline Coates 

After completing a Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University of New South Wales, Jacqueline worked 

as an advertising director in Melbourne, Singapore and Sydney, whilst creating large-scale 

paintings, exhibiting her work and undertaking lectures.  

Coates has held four solo exhibitions and participated in 40 group shows including the Portia 

Geach Women’s Portrait Prize, Sydney since 1996. In 2016 she continued to paint and expand her 

teaching, founding a French art school for small painting groups and perfecting the now 

internationally renowned “Blooms” method of painting. 

Coates explains, “Tired of the elitism delivered by some sectors of the art world, I devised a way 

that made it possible for anyone to be able to paint and to experience the joy of creativity. By 

achieving great results, I knew my students would have the confidence to continue to paint 

more.”  

The In Full Bloom exhibition features a series of vibrant interpretations of the natural environment 

created by Jacqueline Coates, Kimberley Cardow, Joy Connell, Jade T Fisher, Pat Hillard, Hayley 

Kruger Gradwell, Jenny McGrath, Billie Peka and Amelia Sonnekus.  

“Most of the artists in this exhibition had never picked up a paint brush prior to learning the 

‘Blooms’ painting method with me. I think you will agree the results are extraordinary.” Coates 

Members of the public have the opportunity to visit the free exhibition and take part in either a 

five-day or one-day ‘Blooms’ painting workshop at the Midland Junction Arts Centre to learn the 

fail-safe techniques to capture tonality and colour. Coates is hosting a workshop, Monday 23 April 

- Friday 27 April and McGrath is hosting an introductory session on Saturday 28 April.  

In Full Bloom is open to the public10am-5pm, Wednesdays to Fridays 27 April – 18 May and 9am -

1pm, Saturday 29 April. For more information and to book workshops call 9250 8062 or visit 

www.mundaringartscentre.com.au 
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